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GAIL McGOWAN 
Statement 

HON DAN CADDY (North Metropolitan) [9.42 pm]: It is with great pleasure that I rise tonight to recognise 
a Goliath or, on reflection, it may be more appropriate to call her a Wonder Woman. In any case, she has been 
a powerhouse of the Western Australian public sector over many decades; and a woman who in her most recent role 
has been director general of the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage and who for the second time in her 
career has performed outstandingly in a significant change management role. Some members in this place would 
already realise that I am speaking about Gail McGowan. For new members, especially those with a predilection for 
mixing up names, she is no relation to the Premier! 
Gail has been a stalwart of the public sector in this state for decades. She has worked in different capacities 
including senior positions with Worksafe and the Department of State Development. She spent nearly a decade at 
Worksafe and was deeply involved in Browse as well. She has worked for ministers, including as a chief of staff 
to Minister Edwardes. She has been placed in control of departments at times when they were undergoing great 
change and has had to make tough decisions—decisions that, with hindsight, invariably have been proven to be right. 
Ms McGowan was also a driving force behind the establishment of dedicated and visible senior executive positions 
for Aboriginal leaders and has promoted adoption of this model of executive development across the sector. She 
was a founding member of CEOs for Gender Equity and an active member of Chief Executive Women. Most 
recently, she has managed the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage through the machinery-of-government 
changes, and in 2019 she was awarded the Public Service Medal by the Honourable Kim Beazley, AC. 
It is important for members in this place to acknowledge our public sector leaders and the contribution they have 
made and continue to make to this state. Although I do not know her incredibly well on a personal level, it is 
particularly important for me to acknowledge Gail McGowan, because it is through people like her that one truly 
sees the professionalism and performance that exists in the Western Australian public sector. It is certainly not 
often acknowledged that the bulk of public servants are professionals in their field. The fact that it is a professional 
public sector needs to be both recognised and spoken about more often. As I started to say, Ms McGowan has 
epitomised throughout her career the professional public sector and what it is to be a professional public servant. 
Western Australian owes a great deal to her and those leaders like her. She has recently retired as director general 
and is tidying up some loose ends before she goes off and enjoys the full life offered by retirement. I want to 
recognise her and thank her on behalf of all of us in this chamber for her outstanding leadership and incredible 
service to this state. 
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